
 

This morning, I represented CPC at the WSDC’s Parish & Town Council Virtual 
Workshop which was attended by about 25 participants. Planning Officers gave a 
clear presentation to explain the purpose of the LP, its various preparation stages, 
the work undertaken on the evidence base, the evaluation of consultation responses 
on the previous Issues & Options stage, and the various matters still to be 
addressed. The point was made that the LP is still very much in draft form and is 
evolving and not cast in stone.  
 
Officers referred to a strong preference expressed at the Issues and Options 
consultation stage for a spatial strategy that focussed most growth on Towns and 
Key Service Centres but nevertheless with appropriate levels of growth in Local 
Service Centres such as Cavendish and Type 1 and Type 2 Villages. There have 
been a few minor changes introduced into the Settlement Hierarchy. Comments are 
also being sought on the detailed Draft Development Control Policies, which I have 
yet to go through. 
 
The strategy currently gives some priority to sites with a capacity of over 9 dwellings 
or 0.5 hectares which would deliver affordable housing, but a complete review is to 
be conducted on all the settlement boundaries following this consultation. Indeed, 
Officers acknowledge there are insufficient small sites currently earmarked and are 
keeping the Call for Sites of all sizes open until the 26th of July deadline. 
 
I raised the matter of a need for greater emphasis to be placed on securing higher 
levels of self-containment/self-sufficiency both Districtwide and for individual 
settlements to underpin the spatial strategy - which was a point Officers seemed to 
take on board.  
 
There was a lengthy Q & A session, but no matters were raised of direct concern to 
Cavendish.  
 
There is still a long way to go as the LP is not scheduled for adoption until mid-2024. 
We need to be vigilant as the on-going Call for Sites could introduce or re-introduce 
new development proposals which we will need to consider later. The next stage will 
be the Submission Draft on which there will be further consultation before 
submission, and this will then be followed by an Examination in Public and 
consultation on the Main Modifications prior to adoption. 
 
A Draft Response to the current consultation will be formulated for comment by the 
Parish Councillors prior to forwarding to WSDC.  
 
Ted Gittins 


